THE    SOUTHERN    SLAVS                135
organization of the Balkans into a great federation of
co-operative peasant communities freed from the
tyranny of middleman exploitation; this was the goal
of StamBulisky's "Green International/' Though the
conception of a. Serb-Buglar Southern Slavia seemed
actually more feasible than a Serb-Croat one, military
and Macedonian influences brought about the murder
of Stambulisky in 1923 and the reversal of his policy.
It is remarkable how the peasants, Serbs as well as
Bulgars, still cling to his memory.
During 1933 the King of Yugoslavia, uneasy per-
haps over the obstinate refusal of the Croats and
Macedonians to become Serbs, and over Italy's active
encouragement to both of them, made gestures of
friendship to Sofia. The practical outcome proved to
be that the Bulgarian Government in the course of
1934 dropped the Macedonian revolutionaries, and
their leader, Mihailoff, was driven into exile. Against
the pro-Serb feeling of the peasants, nevertheless the
revisionism of more chauvinist Bulgar circles still
weighed heavily, and the more Italy supported
Hungary's claims, the more Bulgarian revisionists
looked to her too. Thus, in spite of King Boris5
marked response to King Alexander, Italian influence
was able to keep Bulgaria as well as Albania out of the
Balkan Pact of February 1934; this pact, which had
been intended to give expression to the slogan "The
Balkans for the Balkan peoples," and to convey a
warning to the still relatively embryonic Nazi ex-
pansionism of those days, was in this way robbed of
its efficacy, for it now appeared as merely anti-
revisionist. Already, unconsciously, Italy was work-
ing for Germany, and the improvement in the relations